
What is The Coffee Hour anyway? 
TCH is an online conversation. I begin the talk by raising questions, linking to other Web sites, 
expressing my opinion on issues. Any reader is then free to comment and keep the dialog going. 
 
How do I make a comment? 
At the end of each post is a button that says "Comments." Click on it. A box will open into which 
you can type your comments. Then click the "post" button.  
 
What about those boxes asking about my Typepad account? I don't have a Typepad 
account. 
Don't worry about them. Skip them. You can post anyway. 
 
Can I comment on a comment? 
Of course. It works the same way as commenting on a post. Scroll to the bottom of the comment. 
The box for additional comments should be open. 
 
Why are some words in your posts in red type? 
These are live links. If you click on them, you will be taken to other places on the Web that will 
offer more information about the highlighted topics. 
 
I'm not a good writer. Can I post anyway? 
Yes. TCH is not about writing prizes. It's about sharing opinions, ideas, thoughts, whatever. Your 
comments can be as short as "I think you're wrong" or as long as a complete post of your own. 
This isn’t freshman English. Nobody is grading your work.  
 
Are there topics that shouldn't appear on TCH? 
In general, everything is open for discussion. I do try to avoid politics. There are lots of other sites 
out there that do that much better than I could, and, while I want people to discuss issues, I also 
don't want to start fights. I want TCH to be open and friendly, so I tend to stay away from subjects 
that will make people crabby. 
 
Subjects that I'd like to see more folks talk about: 
 

• Movies or TV shows you've seen 
• Books you've read 
• Favorite CDs 
• Helpful tips on cooking, gardening, hobbies 
• Ideas for good family activities 
• Places you've traveled 
• Questions you'd like answered 

 
  
What if I have an idea for a discussion item that you haven't talked about? 
Put it in a comment anyway. See what happens.  Or—even better—email me. My email address 
is on the upper left hand side of the opening page. Tell me what idea you'd like to talk about. I'll 
post your thoughts as a "Guest Blogger."  
 
I see you have lists of your favorite books and CDs on TCH. Could I make 
recommendations for those lists?  
Absolutely. Email me or put them in a comment. I'll post them. 
 
Certain dates on the calendar appear in red. Why?  
Every date in read is one where a post appears. If you click on a red date, it will take you to the 
post for that day. 
 



I see there is a list of the most recent posts. What if the one I want to go back to isn't 
shown? 
TCH is set up to show the last 10 posts and the last 10 comments. Just click on the one you 
want. Earlier posts are accessible by clicking back to them one by one. At the top of every post 
are three links: one to the "home page," one to the next post (shown with >), and one to the 
previous post (shown with <). Just keep clicking back until you come to the one you want. Note 
that at some point, I'll run out of space and have to begin deleting old posts, but I'll start from the 
beginning, so the most recent posts will always be available. 
 
If you remember the date of the post you want to read, you can get to it from the calendar. Dates 
when I have posted are market in red. Just click on that date, and the post should pop up.  


